
5/26/2020  

Dear Chicago Edge Families,  

I hope everyone is remaining safe and well.  Last night you will have received an email from the Chicago Edge 
President, Lou Lombardo, announcing the cancellation and the closing off financially of our spring season.  As sad 
as it was to hear of the cancellation of the season it gives us the opportunity to look forward and plan for next 
season and to the safe return to the soccer field. 
 
Team Formation for Season 2020/21  
All current players will be offered a spot on a team for Season 2020/21.  We will finalize teams at the pre 
season team camps in August (start of the fall season) as long as state and local restrictions allow. While this 
process is different from previous years, it will allow for the appropriate placement of players with a timely and 
current evaluation.  All our current Edge players were evaluated during the 2019-2020 playing year and that 
information will also be used to help determine team placement, however the final decisions will be made in August 
(The high school boys placement process will begin in the latter part of October.).  We think this is the fairest way to 
do it for all our players.  Players can develop very quickly, especially at the younger age groups, so we felt that the 
amount of time between their last indoor game in late Feb/early March and their first fall league game in September 
was just too great to pick teams now with any degree of certainty.  
New players to the club will hopefully have an initial playing observation session but then final team placement will 
occur for all players when we return to the field and have the opportunity to compare and contrast players in real 
time. 
Next steps: 
If you have not done so already, please register here for tryouts to indicate that you would like your son/daughter 
to play next season.  We will then send an offer letter by June 1st with registration details and a modified payment 
schedule for next season  
 
A Safe Return to Play 
We are planning next season on the assumption that we will be in Phase 4 of our recovery where contact and 
competition during play will be allowed with safety protocols in place. In the meantime, I know we are all eager to 
get back on the field again as quickly and as safely as possible.  I have had a number of questions regarding what 
training we may be able to do when the state moves to Phase 3 of the recovery, hopefully in a few weeks. We have 
been issued with a 'Return to Activity Protocol' by the Illinois Youth Soccer Association which is a 3-page list of very 
strict directives which must be adhered to before any activity is allowed.  Although Phase 3 allows for outdoor 
activities it still requires groups of 10 or less who must all remain 6ft apart at all times, so it is not necessarily 
soccer practice as we have come to know it.  Any contact is strictly forbidden. Additionally, we must have the 
permission from the Park Districts of Oak Park and River Forest to get field space. We have initially been told that we 
may not get access to the fields until Phase 4 of the recovery so we ask for your patience as this develops. When 
making any decisions about returning to the field it is of the utmost importance that our players, families, and staff 
have their health and safety protected. However, there are several factors to line up before we can get back out 
there - not just health organizations’ policies but also facility permission. Please know we are staying abreast of this 
developing information and will share it as soon as it is available. 
 
We will be holding a 'Virtual Town Hall' on Wednesday June 3rd at 7pm to talk about next steps and to answer any 
questions that you may have.  Registration for that is below. 
Our 'Virtual Skills Clinics' and coach online engagement will continue through June 4th, which would have been the 
end of the spring season.  Our 'Virtual Skills Clinic' access links and passwords can be found on all team pages, it is 
great to see so many of our players taking part in these clinics, they are a lot of fun. 
I look forward to seeing everyone on June 3rd, in the meantime, please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Murray Findlay 
Director of Coaching 
Chicago Edge Soccer Club 

Register for 'Virtual Town Hall' on 6/3 @ 7pm 

 


